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were of opinion, that the taking Baicelona would prove a decisive stroke, and put a period to the war in Spain, and yet at that very instant, I was inclined to believe, that the general flatteied himself it would be in his power to give the enemy sufficient mortification, even though the town should be obliged to submit to King Philip The wise measures taken induced me so to believe, and the sequel appioved it, for the earl had so well expended his caution, that the enem,y, on the disappointment, found himself under a necessity of quitting Spam, and the same would have put him undei equal difficulties, had he earned the place The French could never have undertaken that siege without depending on their fleet foi then artillery, ammunition, and piovisions, since they must be inevitably foiced to leave behind them the strong towns of Toitosa, Lenda, and Taiagona The eail, therefore, whose pei petual difficulties seemed i ather to render him moie spughtly and vigoious, took care himself to examine the whole country between the Ebio and Barcelona, and, upon his doing so, was pleasingly, as well as sensibly satisfied, that it was piacticable to render their letuin into the heart of Spain impossible, whether they did 01 did not succeed m the siege the} weie so intent to undeitakc
Theie were but three ways they could attempt it the fiist of which was by the sea-side, f i om Tai agon a towai ds Tortosa, the most ban en, and consequently the most improper, countiy in the univeise to sustain an aimy, and yet to the natural, the eail had added such artificial difficulties as rendcied it absolutely impossible for an army to subsist* 01 march that way
The middle way lay through a bettei countiy indeed, yet only practicable by the care which had been taken to make the road so And even here there was a necessity of marching along the side of a mountain, wheie, by vast laboui and m-dustiy, a highway had been cut lor two miles, at least, out of Ihe mam rock The earl, therefore, by somewhat of the same labour, soon made it irnpas&able lie employed to that end many thousands of the countiy people, under a few of his own officers and troops, who, cutting up twenty several places, made so many precipices, perpendicular almost as a wall< which rendei edit neither safe, or even to be attempted by any aingle man in his wits, much less by an army Besides, a very few men, from the higher cliffs of the mountain, might